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Interpreting in armed conflicts have recently received considerable attention in
academic literature. However, little attention has been paid to the role of the
affective and how it shapes the interpreter’s behaviour. I will present the
results of a qualitative study carried out with Spanish military personnel and
national and local interpreters who worked in Afghanistan. Although
participants mentioned several different issues, I soon noticed one theme that
consistently stood out both explicitly and implicitly—the impact of emotions on
the interpreter’s behaviour. The findings show that there is a difference
between the national and the local interpreters in terms of their emotional
implication in the conflict. The interpreters’ emotions may have been affected
by previous beliefs and events, the unique framing of a particular event, the
ideology behind the conflict and pre-existing emotional sentiments about the
different parties, and all of these factors influence the emotional response to
each event. The emotions felt by local interpreters both guides their decisions
when deciding to work as an interpreter and when interpreting and leads them
to adapt the content of what they have to transmit. I conclude by establishing
that the affective shapes the interpreter’s positionality, particularly in conflicts
in which he or she, as an individual belonging to the local community, is both
judge and jury. In this discussion, I hope to be contributing to three on-going
debates: the study will offer an empirically grounded account of the role of
emotions and their impact on the behaviour of the interpreters who work for
the military; a topic that has been overlooked despite the recognition of the
extreme conditions under which these interpreters work. Secondly, the study
aims at providing additional understanding of the factors that shape the
interpreter’s positionality. Finally, it will contribute to current debates about
neutrality in certain contexts.
Key words: interpreting; armed conflicts; Afghanistan; emotions; positionality.

Selected references
Baker, Catherine. 2010. “It’s not Their Job to Soldier: Distinguishing Civilian and Military in
Soldier’ and Interpreters’ Accounts of Peacekeeping in 1990s Bosnia-Herzegovina.” Journal
of War and Culture Studies 3: 137-150.
Baker, Mona. 2010. “Interpreters and Translators in the War Zone.” The Translator 16 (2):
197-222.
Bar-Tal, Daniel. 2007. “Sociopsychological Foundations of Intractable Conflict.” American
Behavioural Scientist 50 (11): 1430–1453.
Costalli, Stefano, and Andrea Ruggeri. 2015. “Indignation, Ideologies and Armed Mobilisation:
Civil War in Italy, 1943–45.” International Security 40 (2): 119–157.
Frijda, Nico H. (2004). “Emotions and Action.” In Feelings and Emotions: The Amsterdam
Symposium, edited by Anthony S. R. Manstead, Nico H. Frijda, and Agneta Fischer, 158–
173. Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press.
Gómez Amich, María. 2017. Estudio Descriptivo de la Autopercepción de los Intérpretes en
Zonas de Conflicto: Estudio de Caso en Afganistan. PhD diss. Universidad de Granada.
Gutiérrez Sanín, Francisco, and Elisabeth J. Wood. 2014. “Ideology in Civil War: Instrumental
Adoption and Beyond.” Journal of Peace Research 51 (2): 213–226.
Hajjar, Remi M. 2016. “Effectively Working with Military Linguists: Vital Intercultural
Intermediaries.” Armed Forces & Society 43 (1): 92–114.
Halperin, Eran. 2014. “Emotion, Emotion Regulation, and Conflict Resolution.” Emotion
Review 6 (1): 68–76.
Rosler, Nimrod, Smadar Cohen-Chen, and Eran Halperin. 2017. “The Distinctive Effects of
Empathy and Hope in Intractable Conflicts.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 61 (1): 114–139.
Sabucedo, José M., Mar Durán, Mónica Alzate, and Idaly Barreto. 2010. “Emotions, Ideology
and Collective Political Action.” Universitas Psychologica 10 (1): 27–34.
Tălpaș, Mihaela. 2016. “Words Cut Two Ways: An Overview of the Situation of Afghan
Interpreters at the Beginning of the 21st Century.” Linguistica Antverpiensia 15: 241–259.

